had certain special rights accruing to them; that when
they went to do some shopping, they expected the
shopkeepers sometimes to give free of charge what
they wanted and sometimes to make considerable re-
ductions. Individual shopping at times amounted to
a few hundred rupees each. Some refugees expected
the tongawallas to charge nothing or to charge a lower
hire than usual. Gandhiji said that if the report given to
him was true, he was bound to remark that the refu-
gees had failed to learn the lesson that misfortune or-
dinarily taught the sufferers. They were thereby harming
themselves and the country and further complicating a
cause that was already sufficiently complicated. If such
conduct continued, they were bound to estrange the
Delhi shopkeepers from them.
ADVICE TO REFUGEES
At the same time he could not understand how
the refugees, who were said to have been deprived of
all their belongings, could make large purchases. He
would also wish that no refugee would use anything
but his God-given legs for locomotion except on rare
and justifiable occasions. He was told further that after
the influx of refugees, the revenue derived from spiri-
tuous liquors had increased to an enormous extent.
As a matter of fact they should realize that if the
Governments, Central and Provincial, were true to the
Congress requirements, there would be no spirituous
liquors or intoxicating drugs such as opium, ganja and
the like to be had in either Dominion for, Muslim friends
did not need a Congress resolution to induce them to
declare for complete prohibition. Could not the refugees,
who had suffered extraordinary hardships, learn to
restrain themselves from using drinks and drugs or
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